Ti‘*e Main Farce Viet Cong were noised

‘or an attack on Chy Lal in August 1985,

out their plans were foiled in a “spoiling
sitack” by Marings in what would be the
fsstmajor U.S. batile of the Vietnam War,

w AL Hemingway

en, Lewns SV Silent Lew” Walt, commanding gen-
el of the 111 T~.']-‘~Iﬂ iivlarine Amphibious Force),
" was in a quandary, Invelligence revealed that the
S IStV Vet L{ang) Regiment was massing for an
»ai the girfield a2 {ha Lat, South Viemam, Cha Lai sit-
kel on the oast, was located in the southern T Corps region
a1 the coursry, o
Wait Ciscussed Sis options with his staif and finaliy degid-
2d Lo strike the enemny iz their strenghald on the Van Tuong
Peniingule. approzimatcly nine reiles south of Chu Lai itself,
it wasa daring plan since i would leave the airstrip defenses
ek ensd. W ElT.,. aowever, felt the gamble was worth it.

Startite is Bom \\
Ui, Usear Peatzoss, 7th Marine Regimen: commander, was i
charge of the operation, which wa: dubbed Searlite.

He opted for a -:Wc}-pr-::-ngcd strike at the VIO, e selected
the ard B, Srd Mlarines, fir the emphibious assault and 2nd
i Marines, for the hehcuptcr suilee. “The proposed
bstterround was mostly rolling county Peatross later
“ghout tres-cuarters cul v“tr:d, and elsewhere there
ihivk svreh -sncauf 2 sl o 100 feer .., and there
wED T rice peddias, The bm hes were sandy, with guncs in

e ::-!'*1-‘(:5 asiaT infend 2s 200 vards”
d wonc come zshors on Gresn Beach just narth of
e vidlage of A Cwong No. 1 the 4th wooeld be chopperad
inmthree le_"{_.r.; zozes [ L4s) samed Red, White and Blue.
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Terrifying Moments !

iust after & a.m. on Aung. 18, 1965, X Btry, 4th Br, 12k
Marines, fired the opening sebvo of the battle for Chu Lai. As
the 155mm shels pounded VC pasitions, the destroyers 1SS
{irleck and Prickerr, and the heavr eruiser UST Galveston, let
logse a berrage on the enenry, In addition, fehter arcrask
from Marine Adr Groups (MAG) 11 and 12 dropped 18 tons
of ordnance to soften the epemy’s bulsearks,

After the preparaiory bombardment, the 3rd Bm., 3rd
Marines, made its wey ashors and quickdy meoved inlend. 2
the viliage of An Cuong | was secured, I Company set out to
take An Cueng 2 and ink up with the Znd Bn., 4th Marines.

The “Magnificent Bastards” of the 2nd Bettalion world
fmd the geing much tougher than originall thought, £
Company soon found iself fighting a well-enirenched
coemy on a ridgetine near the LEZ, A fum'a:cl observer spotted
more than 100 VO moving into the opea.

Ee quickly called for a 167mm “Howtar®—a 4.2-inck
mortar meunted on a 7imm howitzer frame. The unigue
WEAPON wits swung inte action and within minses more
than 90 VO soléiers were kifled.

Meamwhile, UH-34Ds from Helicopter Marine Meadium
JEINIV) Sqmdmﬂ 261 ana 34] hegan touching down on LZ
Blue, As 1 Company Marines J".-&aped from the aircraft, (e
enemy hit them with withering fire from aiop Fll 43, a simal]
knell southeast of the LZ.

The first few moments were terrifying, 4 helicopter doar



#lgrinegs of E Co., 2nd Bn, 4th Marnes, snove
aut of the langing zare nesr An Cuang on
Ao 1E, 9B The Batile of Cho Laf was the
cemermece o Oraration Starite.

guaner hagd his jaw torn apart from
epery fire, Ome Marine was strack in
ine throat. Angther sturmbled and felf
with 3 huge wound in lss stomach, “You
st have o close vour eves and doop
dowen to the decw” said Capt. Hoveard
Tiznry, a chopner pilot with HaM- 363,

‘Ali Heil Eroke Loose”
Lmimmrern to the dlarines, F Company
had landed stop tiz headauartars of the
tih VO Batzlios, st Lt
fenking, compary comunander, guickly
organized his mree 2o agsant Zil 43 and
cimingte the threat Skvinmwks and
Framoens ftom Tighter Squadrons 513
amd 3422 hamemered the hilkop as the
intanirvnten pushed forward, Assisted
by AT-48 1anks, the Marines soon dis-
wdged the NV irorm Hill 43,

Wiile Hill 43 was heing cleared, [
L, 300 Do, wees Inching s way towasd
Al Lueng 2 The kamlet consisted of
o530 hts, Tehting boles and camen-
flzmed rench Hnes conmocied by 2 sys-

Homer™

LOLSY M0 e vidage, 3 grenads Killed
Capt. Bruee Webk, the company com-
mander. instantly. He was posthu-
moush gwgrded the Mavy Crogs for his
extraordinary hereism that daw

*1 was there when Capt. Webb gom
Eilled)” said 5pt Dwight Layman. “A
gook threw & grenade into the com-
mand grovp. It also Klled the zadio
operator. 1 immedistely grabbed an
incendiary grenade and tossed it into
the spider hole and fried him, ] was sei-
ting up LZs for the choppers to svacu-
atz the wounded whea a round caught
rree i the back of the nack and wens: out
through ny shoulder. That was it for
me. My part in Starlitowas over”

Buzt befare the riflemnen could secoze
An Cuang 2, they wers tokd 0 reinforee
K Company, which was epgased in a
lreavy firefight about 2,000 meters to
the northeast

H Company was moing on An
Cuong 2 1o mes op with | Company. As
they approaches the tiny viliage of Nam
Yen 3, it was decided to bypass it and
keep poing, Withowt warning, the com-
pany was strizck with intense avtomatic
weapons five, An open area betwaes the
viliages was strewn with soider holes and
machine gun nests biddemn in grass buts,

4% we came nearer, smipers opened
up and then all of o sudden all hell broke
logse,” remarked Sgi. Victor Nunez of
Weapons Platoon. “Tt seerned a whole
dammned division of ViI was out thzre
waiting for us. Thosa bastards had us
zeroed in [with; mmachine guns, mor-
tags, recoilless rifles and rocket-pro-
pelled mrepades. I saw 2 3ot of our quys
get hit QUr company Guopy was
l:illad alza”

e, Paui Meeters was serving with
the Anti-fank Plt, H & 5 Co., 3rd. Bn.,
7th darines, when he was called off 2
helicaprer carrier to engage the enemw.
He remembers “zlmaost buving the
farm” at Van Tang. “We went into the
vitlage ang recelvec fire from the huts,
but as we cleared each hut, Sre came
frum behind us. We later learned the
ville yras honeyeombad with tennels”

Fierce Fighting
As medevys choppers wried desperately
10 land, Lance Cpl Joz Paul, a “halwy-

eredl Tie enemy Ad e laid dow: cover-
ing fire, wounded hiatines were placsd
aboard the aircraft for evacoation.
Uafortunasely. Pant was struck severs]
times and died. He was awarided the
Medal of Honor posthumonsiy

The fighiing was fterce. Lanee Cpl,
Ernie Wallace savr ememy soldiers hid-
den behind hedgarows, He screarmed:
“Start killing trees!” He began deliver-
ing aceurate fire at the treeline nearby,
killing some 25 VU int the process. His
keen observation saved the lives of his
fellow hMarines. Ee, too, was awarded a
MNavy Cross.

Cp. Reobert (¥Maltey of 1 Company
clirninated ap epemy position and wesa
source of Dspiration to his fellow
Leathernecks. Although wounded three
times, he wonld not permit hiresclf to
be evacrated unul all of his squad was
ahoard the halicopter. He and Paul weee
the first Marines to be awarded the
Mlzdz] of Honor for Vizmnam.

Sgueszing the Yiee

Soon, elements from the 3rd Bn, Tk
adarines, were landing o reisforee the
assauit battalions, As the additionat -itle
companies came ashare, the snemv
quiclly departed the area. Sienfite,
thenzgh, would last anotber five davs as
the s1flemen combed the area, eliminat-
ing VI spider holes thev sncountered,
The Marine units pushed eastward to
“squeeze the vise” zround the VI and
drive them toward the sea.

In the epd, 614 VT were confinmed
killed. The Marines alse took nine pris-
omers and comfizcated 109 assoried
weapons, The Leathernecks sustainesd
45 dead and 203 wounded.

BEv all couats, Starlite was a success.
The bWlarines had thwarted a major
attack against Chu Lal. But Gespize their
batrering, the tenacions 1st VO Regimen:
would retern to fight zrather da, o
AL HEMINGWAY, 2 Marme Vieram ver,
s written exterstvely o the war,

MNOTE: Thisis the frst article in
VFW's Vietnam War series, Persomal
accounts from the battles requested
in the june/Taly 2005 issue, p. 8,are
still needed for upcomineg staries,
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